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NOTES

According to Lubes ‘N’ Greases’
Lube Report, U.S. energy costs
will rise steeply in approximately
the next five years. Possible
solutions include using coal as a
synthetic feedstock, something
that would take time to develop.
From 2003 to 2006, oil demand
outweighed supply and prices
rose. Oil markets have tightened
considerably in 2005 and 2006,
but growth is expected to mod-
erate from 2007 to 2010.

New sources of crude oil are
materializing around the globe,
but there are major risk factors
in oil producing areas. It is pre-
dicted that conventional crude
oil production will plateau
around 2011, and without a
major push for coal-to-liquids
and plug-in hybrids, future U.S.
demand cannot be met.

Kelley Blue Book recently
announce the 2007 model-year
vehicles that are expected to
have the highest resale value
after five years of ownership.
The following 2007 model-year
vehicles are KBB’s picks to
retain the greatest percentage
of their original price over a five-
year ownership period.

Best Resale Value: Brand
Honda

Best Resale Value:
Top 10 Models

Acura TSX Pontiac Solstice
BMW 5 Series Scion tC

Honda Civic  Toyota Prius
Lexus IS Volkswagen GTI
Mini Cooper ~ Volkswagen Eos
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By-Pass Filtration
Gaining Recognition

A recent article in Today’s Trucking, a
Canadian publication, featured Dallas,
Texas-based fleet Stevens Transport.
Stevens is a refrigerated TL carrier with
1,600 trucks, mostly Kenworths and
Peterbilts, all with Cat C15 engines.
Stevens’ fleet of trucks is on 200,000-mile
drain intervals, and the fleet’s maintenance
management team is confident the extended
drains are safe and not harming engine life.

Previous Practices

Stevens had been changing oil and filters
approximately every 30,000 miles, or five
to six times a year. In 2003, Eric Smith,
director of maintenance at Stevens, began
looking at by-pass filtration as a way to
lower costs.

The Evaluation Process

Stevens let the first truck it tested go 70,000
miles before its first drain. Stevens then
moved the second test truck to 140,000
miles with good results. The third test truck
went 192,000 miles before oil analysis
results suggested it was time for a change.
After more than a year of testing, the com-
pany began changing its entire fleet over to
the new system.

Old News

Over the years, drastically extended drain
intervals have become commonplace at
AMSOIL. The teardown of trucker Haywood
Gray’s Mack engine after it went 409,000
miles without an oil change is just one
example that was heavily documented and
publicized by AMSOIL.

Superior Motor Oil

The key to extending drain intervals is the
oil you use. AMSOIL Synthetic Motor Oil
was the first extended drain motor oil on the
market. AMSOIL Motor Oils are more
resistant to breakdown, so they last longer
than other motor oils. Kept clean, AMSOIL
motor oils will cool, clean and reduce fric-
tion and wear for the best possible fuel
economy and the longest possible engine
life, for the longest drain interval possible.

Superior Filtration

When used in conjunction with AMSOIL
Synthetic Motor Oils, AMSOIL Ea Filters
provide protection that can’t be beat.
AMSOIL Ea By-Pass Filters remove 98.7
percent of contaminants as small as two
microns. They also remove 39 percent of
soot particles down to one micron.
AMSOIL Ea Air Filters are made with
nanofiber synthetic media that is available
only from AMSOIL. Ea Air Filters boast
the highest efficiency rating of any air filter
on the market, along with greater capacity
and less restriction than competing filters.
AMSOIL Ea Oil Filters also are the most
efficient filters on the market. They have sig-
nificantly lower restriction than conven-
tional cellulose media filters and have a far
greater capacity than competing filter lines.

Oil Analysis is Key

AMSOIL provides motor oils with guaranteed
extended drain capabilities, and AMSOIL
Ea Filters provide unsurpassed filtration per-
formance. The key to extending drain inter-
vals even further is the use of oil analysis.
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Future is Bright for
Quick Lubes & Synthetics

The most recent 2006 Specialty Equipment
Market Association (SEMA) Trends and
Forecasts Quarterly Update contained good
information pertaining to the quick lube
market, and things are looking up for sales
of synthetics at quick lubes.

Money to Burn

Despite negative projections from national
media, the facts seem to support that there
is a lot of money out there. What’s more,
performance-boosting accessorizing is on
the increase, personalizing is up, and all
manner of electronic and audio enhance-
ments continue to rise. This is not just a
youth market, either. According to the
SEMA report, “Boomers control more than
50 percent of all discretionary income and
will become more affluent as they inherit a
great amount from their parents. The older
they get, the deeper their pockets. Boomers
will keep spending.” Twenty-three percent
of boomer households already have four
or more vehicles, all of them needing main-
tenance and periodic oil changes.

Current Trends

Vehicle styles currently experiencing the
most growth include hybrids, retro-styled
and diesels. Cars like the Chrysler PT
Cruiser, Ford Mustang and Dodge Charger
have ignited interest from nostalgic boomers
and sold well. Hybrids experienced triple-
digit growth in 2005 with the Toyota Prius
accounting for more than half of all new
hybrid registrations.

Diesels have seen the most growth, with
more than 500,000 diesels registered in
2005. According to the SEMA report,
“When given a choice between a gasoline

or diesel engine, consumers purchased
the diesel engine option almost half the
time.” This is a trend that analysts expect
will continue, driven in part by fuel prices
and in part by the increased efficiency of
diesel engines.

Good News

Money is less of an issue for today’s
boomers. They are more concerned with
quality than price. AMSOIL provides syn-
thetic lubricants and filtration products of
the highest quality. The AMSOIL line of
products includes something for nearly
every application, providing healthy sales
opportunities for quick lubes.

Ahead of the Curve

Lube operators must stay current with
lubrication requirements of diesel engines.
Increased EGR rates make 2007 diesel
engines run hotter than their predecessors,
requiring diesel oils with improved oxida-
tion resistance to prevent thermal runaway
and maintain engine protection. AMSOIL
Premium 5W-40 Diesel Oil provides max-
imum protection for 2007 diesel engines. It
is formulated to withstand the stress of
heat, soot and acids to help prevent deposits,
corrosion and wear. AMSOIL Diesel
Concentrate, Cetane Boost and Cold Flow
Improver provide a money-saving per-
formance boost for diesel owners.

The AMSOIL product line provides the
highest quality synthetic lubrication and
filtration products on the market. Whether
servicing 2007 diesels or 1987 diesels, cars
styled after a 1977 Dodge or an actual 1977
Dodge, AMSOIL provides superior products
for nearly every application.
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